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IV. An Aitempt to prove the Anticuiry of the Vene-
real Difeale, long before the Difecvery of the
Weft-Indies; in a Letter from M. Wiilian
Beckett,Surgeon, to Dr. James Douglafs, M.D.
and R. Soc. Soc. and by him communicated to the

Royal Society.

S 7R,

HE Undertaking T am at prefent engagad in,
has unavoidably obliged me to confulr, among
others, a great Number of ancient Phyfical and

Chyrurgical Beoks, wricten by my own Countrymen
From thefe [ took the Hint, that the Fenrreal Difeafe
was known among us, much carlier than the AZry,
which has been gencrally aflign’d fer its Rile by mo
dern Authors ; for it’s believed it was not Known, at
leaft in Europe, till abour the Year 1494,  Norwith.
ftanding which, I determin, in the following Papers,
to make it evident, it was frequent among us fome
Hundreds of Years before that Date. I could men-
tion feveral Phyficians and Surgeons of Eminence, who
have been of the fame Sentimeats with me, parciculaz-
ly, the Learned Dr. Charles Patin, who has written a
curious Differtation to prove the Antiquity of this i
eafe, which is fufficient to excufe me irom the Impu-
tation of having ftarted a Novelty, or being at the
trouble of quoting ancient Authorities before taken
notice of, from the moft ancient Writers of Medicine;
as the Greac Hippocrates, Galen, Avicen, Celfus, &eo and
even the Aoly Scriptures. 1 fhall in thefe and {ome fol
lowing Papers, lay afide all thofc foreign Aids and Al
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filtances, and trace out the Symptoms of the Dileafe,
as they naturally arife, from the firft Infection to the
laft deftru&ive Period, and fhew that, by {earching in-
to our own Antiquitics, we may be furnifhed wich In-
ftances of the Frequency of the Diftemper among us,
in all its refpe@ive Stages, before ever our Modern Au-
thors dream it had irs Appearance in Europe.

I fhall begin with the firft Degree of this Difeafe,
and prove from authentick Evidences, it was anciently
call'd the Wanning or MWHrning ; and thar this
Word has been fuccefiively continu’d for many Hun-
dreds of Years, to fignify the {ame Difeafe we now
call a Clap s and that it was not difcontinu’d till thac
Appellation firft began to have its Rife. The moft like-
Iy Method to accomplith my Defign, will be firft to
examine thofe Records that relate to the Stews, which
were by Authority allowed to be kept on the Bank-Sid:
in Sexthwark, under the Jurifdidion of the Bp. of Iin
chefler, and which were fupprefled the 3725 of Hen VIIL
For it’s impofiible but, if there were any fuch Diftem.
per in being at that Time, it muft be pretty common
among thoic lewd Women who had a Licence for en-
terteining their Paramours, notwithtanding any Rules
or Orders which might be efiablifh’d to prevent its In.
creafe: Bat if we fhell find that there were Orders e-
frabliff’d to prevent the Spreading of fuch a Difkale,
hat Perfons might be {ecure from any contagicus Ma-
lady after their Entertainment at thofe Heufes (which
were ancieatly Eighicen in Number, but in the Reign
of Hen. Vi reduced to Twelve) we may chen {ecurely
depend upon it, that it was the Frequency of the Dil-
cafe that put thofe thet had the Authority, uvnder a
necedity of making {uch Rules and Crcors. For the
fame Powers that granted a Liberty {or keeping open
fuch lewd Houles, muft Gnd it their Interelt to izcure,
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as much as poffible, all Terfons from receiving any In-
jury there; left the Frequency of fuch Misfortines
fhould dcter oihers from frequenting them, and (o ihe
original Defign of their Inftirution ceale; from the en-
tire finking of the Revenues. Now I find that, as car-
ly as the Year 1162, divers Conflitutions relating to
the Lordthip of Winchefter, (being alfo confirmed by
the King.) were to be kept for ever, according to the
old Cuftoms that had been time out of mind. Among
which thefe were fome, viz. No Stew-hslder to take
more for a Woman’s Chamber in the Week than 144.
Not to keep open his Doors upon Holy Days. No {in-
gle Woman to be kept againft her Will, that would
Ieave her Sin.  No finglc Woman to rake Money to
lie with any Man, except fhe lie with bim all Nighe
till the Morning. No Stew holder to keep any Wo-
man that hath the perilous Infirmity of 3urning.
Thefe and many more Orders were to be ftrictly ob-
ferved, or the Offenders to be feverely punithed. Now
we are affured there is no other Diicale thar can be
communicated by carnal Converfation with Women,
but that which is Venereal, by reafon that oanly is con-
tagious; and it’s evident the WULNING was_cerainly
fo: For, bad it been nothing elfe but fome fimple Ul-
coration, Hear, or Inflammation, there would have
been no Contagion; and that affe@ing only the Wo-
man, could not be communicated by any Venereal Con-
grefs, and {o not inferr a Neceffity of her being com-
prehended under the reftraining Article.  Thefe Orders
likewife prove the Difea{c was much more ancient than
the Date above-mentioned ; becaufe they were oniy a
Rencwal of {uch as had been before eftablifhed time out

of mind.
But to confirm this farther, 1 find that in the Cu-
ftody of the Bithop of Wiwnchefter, whole Palace was
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fituated on thie Bawk fide, near the Stews, was a Book
wricten upon Vellum, the Title of which rurs thuss
Dees begynne the Dvivances, Ruleg. and Cu=
tumes, as well for the Salvation of Wannes
£1f, as for to afchewe many Wyfchiefs and Ju-
conbeuients that vapley be ik theve for to fall
otote. to be vightfully ®kept, and dbue Crecution of
them (0 be von unto any Pecfonne wythin the
fame. One of the Articles begins thus; De bis qui
cuftodiunt Mulicres habentes Nephandam infiymitatem. It
goes on, Irem, THAL no Stew-bolvec kKeep noo o=
man wethin bis Pous that bath any Syckuclle
of BRENNING, but that (he be putte out upon
the peyne of makeit a fyne unts the Lo0 of a
hunned Shplynags. This is taken from the Origi-
nal Manufcripe which was preferv’d in the Bifhop’s
Court, {uppos'd to be writtea about the Year 1430.
From thefe Orders we may obferve the Frequency of
the Diflemper at that Time; which, with other In-
conveniencies, was Dapley 1ik there 02 to fall otute:
and the Greatnef§ of the Penaley, as the Value of Mo-
ney then was, that is laid on it, proves it was no tri-
fling or infignificant thing.

But the bare Proof of there having been aucientiy.
fach a Dileafe as was called the WBurning, may be
thought to be infufficient, unlefs we were perfeétly
allured what it was, and how it was in thofs Times
deferibed : 1 fhall therefore do- it from-an unqueltigna-
ble Authority, which is that of Jobs Ard:n, Efq: who
was one of the Surgeons to our King Rizhard il. anc
likewife to King #eary IV. In a curious Manuferipe
of his upon Vellum, he defines it to be, a certain in-
ward Heat and Excoriation of the Urethra; which De-
icription gives us a perfet Idea of what we now call
# Clup s for frequent Diffe@ions of thole that laboured

under
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under that Difeafe, have made it evident, that cheic
Urethra is excoriated by the Virulency of the Matter
they receive from the infeéted Woman ; and this Ex-
coriation or Ulceration is not confined to the Offiols
or Mouths of the Glandule Mufcofe, as has been late.
ly thought, but may cqually alike atrack any part of
the Urethra not beyond the reach of the impelled mas
lignant Matter.  Fhe Heat before defcribed, which
thefe Perfons are fenfible of, as well now as formerly,
is a Cenfequent of the excoriated Ur#thra ; for the
Salts contained in the Urine muft neceffarily prick and
irritate the nervous Fibrille, and excite a Heat in thofe
Parts of the Urethra which are divelted of its natural
Membrane ; which Heat will always be obferved to be
more or lefs, as the Salts are diluted with a greater
or lefs Quantity of Urine; a thing I have often ob-
ferved in Perfons that have laboured under this Infir-
mity in hot Weathcr, when the perfpirable Marter be-
ing thrown ofl in greater Quantities, the Salts bear a
greater Proportion to the Quantity of Urine, and therc
by make its Difcharge at that Time fo much the more
painful and troublefom.

Thus we fee this very carly and plain Defcription
of this Dileafe among us, to be entirely conformable
to the latelt and moil exa® Anatemical Difcoverics,
Here is no Tone of the 7eficls depraved, aceording
to Trajunus Petronins; no Exulceration of the Paraffate,
according to Romdeletins ; no Ulccration of the Semi-
wal Veffels, according to Platerus; no Seat of the Dif”
eafe in the Feficule Seminales or Proffate, according to
Bartholin; nor in thofe Parts and the Tefticles at the
fame Time, according to our Countryman Wharton and
others, who have fallly fized the Seat of this Difcale,
and whele Notions, in this refpedt, are now juftly cx-
ploded 5 but a fingle and true Deleription of it, and
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its Situation, about an Hundred and Fifty Years be-
fore any of thofe Gentlemen obliged the World with
their learned Labours.

Having, I hope, ({ufficiently made it appear, the
Buening was a'Difeale very carly among us, and,
given the Defcription of it, I fhall proceed to fay fome-
thing of the ancient Method that was made ufe of to
cure it. We are not to expet the Meafures our Pre-
deceflors, in thofe early Times, made ufe of, fhould
be calculated for the removing any Malignity in the
Mafs of Blood, or other Juices, according to the Pra-
&ice in Vencrial Cafes at this Time; becaufe they
looked upon the Difeafe to be entirely local, and the
Whole of the Cure to depend upon the Removal of
the Symptoms : Hence ’twas they recommended fuch
Remedies as were accommodated to the taking off the
inward Heat of the Part, and cure the Excoriations or
Ulcerations of the Urethra. The Procefs for the ac-
complithing of this, T fhall {et down from the before-
mentioned Fobn Ardem, who wrote about the Year
1380. his Words are as follow, Contra Incendium. Iiem
contra incendium Virge Virilis interius ex calore & excon
riatione, flar talis Syringa ( i. e. injectio) lenitivas  Ac-
cipe Lac mulieris maf-ulum nutrientisy ¢ parum zucarium,
Olesm wiole & prifane, quitus commixiis per Syringam
infundatury & fi predictis admifcueris lac Amigdalarum me-
lior erit medicina. There is no doubt but this Remedy,
being ufed to our Patients at this Time, would infal-
libly take off the inward Heat of the Part, and cure
the Excoriations or Ulcerations of the Urethra, by which
means what iffued from thence would be entirely ftopr;
and this was all they expe@ed from their Medicines,
forafmuch as they were entirely unacquainted with che
Nature of the Diftemper ; and did not in the leaft ima-
gine, but if the Symptoms that firft attack’d che Part
were removed, the Patient was entirely cured. I
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I fhall now, as a farther Confirmation of what | have
advanced, proceed to prove, that by this Wenning or
Wurning is meant the Venereal Difeafe, by demon-
ftrating that {ucceeding Hiftorians, Phyfical and Chi-
rurgical Writers, and others, have all along with us in
England uled the very fame Word to fignify the Vene-
rcal Malady. 1n an old Manufcript 1 have by me,
written about the Year 1390, is a Receipt for ABaeit=
ning of the Pyutyl, yat men clepe pe apegaties
@alle being an old Englith Word for a running Sore.
They who know the Erymologie of the Word Apron,
cannot be ignorant of this. And in another Manufcript,
written about o Years after, is a Receipt for ABULH=
irig in that Parc by a Woman. Simon Fih, a zecalous
Promoter of the Reformation in the Reign of Hen VIIL
in his Supplicarion of Beggars, prefented to the King
in 1530. fays as follows, Zhefe be they ({peaking of the
Romifh Friefts ) that cerrupt the whole Generation of Man-
kind in your Realm, thit catch the Pockes of one Woman
and bear them to anothor 5 that be WBUCNE with one Wem:n
and bare it to ansther; that catch the Lepry of one Vo=
man and bare it unto ancther,  Bur to make this Martter
{iiil more evident, | am to obferve, that Audrew Boord,
a Doctor in Fhyfick, and Romifh Prieft, in the Reign
of Henry VI in a Bock he wrote, entituld 7he
Breviary of Health, printed in x546. {peaks very par-
ticularly of this {orr of Burning; one of his Chapters
beginneth thus, The rgth Ehapiter voth eto of
BURNING gf et arlotie; where his Notion of com-
municating the Buruizg is very particular. The fame
Author adds, thar if @ Man be Butnt with an Har-
let, and do meddle with ancther Weoman within a Day,
he fhall Wy che Woman that he thall meddle withe

uedizts Remedy againft the WBurie
NG, he recommends tie wathing the Padenda two or
three
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three times with White Wine, or elfe with Sack and
Water ; but if the matter have continued fong, to go
to an expert Chirurgeon to have Help. In his 82d
Chapter, he fpeaks 6f two forts of Burning, the One
by Fire, and the Qcher by a Woman through carnal
Copulatijon, and referrs the Perfon that is Wurnt of
a Huarlot to-another Chapter of his for Advice, what
to do, Pf be qet a Doxfer 02 t1o, fo called frem
its Frotuberancy or-bunching out: For | find about that
‘Time the Word £u'o was moflly made ufe of, to fig-
nify that {ort of Swelling which ufuvally happens in pe.
ftilential Difeafes.

From hence it appears, the Barzing, by its Conlfe-
_quents, waswenerial, {ince cvery Day’s Experience makes
‘it evident, that the ill Trearment of the firft Symptoms
of the Difeafe, either by aftringent Medicines, or the
removing them by cooling and healing the excoriated
Parts, will generally be attended with {uch Swellings in
the Groin, which we rarely obferve to happen from a-
ny other CTaufe whatfcever. v

I fhall give a few more Inftances of this Difeafe be-
ing call’d the Burning, and conclude. In-a Manufcript
I have of the Vocation of Jokn Bale to the Bifhoprick
of Offory in Ireland, written by himfelf, he fpeaks of

Dr. Hugh Wefton (who was Dean of Windfor in1556.
but deprived by Cardinal Pole for Adultery ) as fol-
iows, “ At this Day is lecherous Wifton, who is more
“ pra&tifed in the Arc of Wch WULNING than all
* the Whores of the Stews.  And again, {peaking of the
{amme Perfon, he fays, “ He not long ago bient a Beg-
“ zar in St. Botolph's Parifh. The {fame Author fays of
hire: elfewhere, “ He had been fore Bitten with a Win.
S5 ¢hefler-Goofe, and was not yet healed thereof ; which
was a common Phrafe for che Pox at that Time, be-
caufi the Stews were under tie Jurifdiction of the Bifliop

of



( 847 )

of Winchefter. Mich.Wood, in his Epiftle before Steph.
Gardiner's Oration de wvera Obedientia, printed ac Rhean,
1553. gives another Evidence of the Wurning. And
William Bullein, a Phyfician in the Reign of Queen Fiiz,
in a Book he publif'd, call’d Zhe Bulwark of Defence,
&c. printed in 1562. bringing in Sicks-; demanding
of Health what he fhould do with a Difeale call'd the
French Pockes, Health an{wers, “ He would not that a-
“ ny fhould fithe for this Difcale, or to be bold when
“ he is bitcen to thynke thereby to be helped. but ra-
“ ther to elchewe the Caufe of tiys Infyrmity, and
“ filthy rotten Wurning of Harloss.

I believe, by this time, I have fofficiently prov’d
what I propofed, that the firft Degrec of the Venereal
Difeafe was very anciencly known among us, under
the Title of 2iuthing; and that you may lofe no
more Time at preient upon this Subject, { fhall referve
my Colle&ions, which fhew that the Difeafe, when it
came to be confirmed, was no Novelty here in thofe
early Times, for a further Opportunity, and detain you
no longer than to exprefs my Pleafure in profeffing
my f{elf, Tours, &c.

London, Feb. 4. or
18, Will, Beckett.

V. Accuratarum Obfervationsm Afronomicarum, au-
no fuperiove ¢ cirrente, cum Reg. Societate com-
municatarum Sylloge.

mica, debita curd fidifque inftrumentis ab Artifi-
cibus idoneis celitus deprompta: Hoc enim {olo
fundamento nititur Urania pra@ica. ltaque in his 77anf>

Q99994 adtionitus,

INtereﬁ {ané Scienciz nc pereant Obfervata Aftrone-



